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Timelines and Deadlines

• CIHR Doctoral Scholarships

• Closes midnight September 4

• NSERC Doctoral Scholarships

• Fall deadlines vary by graduate program

• SSHRC Doctoral Scholarships

• Fall deadlines vary by graduate program

http://www.grad.uwo.ca/current_students/student_finances/cihr.html
http://www.grad.uwo.ca/current_students/student_finances/nserc.html
http://www.grad.uwo.ca/current_students/student_finances/sshrc.html


Application

• CIHR Doctoral Scholarships

• Completely online in ResearchNet

• NSERC Doctoral Scholarships

• Completely online in NSERC Online System

• SSHRC Doctoral Scholarships

• Web-based application but paper submission

https://www.researchnet-recherchenet.ca/rnr16/LoginServlet
https://ebiz.nserc.ca/nserc_web/nserc_login_e.htm
https://webapps.nserc.ca/SSHRC/faces/logonFellowships.jsp


Selection Considerations:

• CIHR Reviewers’ Guide

• Strategic Initiatives

• NSERC Selection Criteria

• Award Supplements

• SSHRC Manual for Adjudication

• Plus Imagining Canada’s Future and

• 6 future challenge areas

• Effective research training

http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/33043.html
http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/12679.html
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/BellandPostgrad-BelletSuperieures_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Professors-Professeurs/Grants-Subs/Develop-Developper_eng.asp
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/merit_review-evaluation_du_merite/adjudication_manual-guide_comite_selection-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/society-societe/community-communite/Imagining_Canadas_Future-Imaginer_l_avenir_du_Canada-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/challenge_areas-domaines_des_defis/index-eng.aspx#a6
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/policies-politiques/effective_research_training-formation_en_recherche_efficace-eng.aspx


Agency Resources

• CIHR Doctoral Scholarships

• NSERC Doctoral Scholarships

• SSHRC Doctoral Scholarships

Western Resources

• Preparing for Competition

• Research Western

http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/45262.html
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/Videos-Videos/Index_eng.asp
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/apply-demande/resource_centre-centre_de_ressources-eng.aspx
http://www.grad.uwo.ca/current_students/student_finances/index.html
http://www.uwo.ca/research/services/resources/index.html
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Transitions: from Master’s to 

PhD

• Becoming a creator of knowledge

• Developing a higher degree of originality

• If relevant – knowledge mobilization

• Becoming a leader & taking initiative

• A great Master’s level application may not 

win at the doctoral level



Moving forward:

• Be confident: there are ~17000 universities 

in the world and Western ranks in the top 2%

• Ask yourself:  what contribution do you want 

to make in the world?

• Henry Ford said: you can’t build a reputation 

on what you are planning to do.



Some application specifics:
• At the doctoral level there is much greater 

emphasis on research and less on grades

• Your application will be reviewed by people 

who are not specialists in your field!  Aim for 

clarity, and edit repeatedly

• Don’t just list accomplishments, explain why 

they are important

• Demonstrate how you will make an impact 



More application specifics:
• Don’t apologize (i.e. don’t say “I would have 

done more but the spectrometer broke”)

• You need to score high in all categories 

(grades, research, leadership)

• Help your referees by reminding them of 

your accomplishments



Sense of proportion:

• We tend to discuss various aspects of our 

work in proportion to how much time we 

spent on them.  Revise that to focus more  

on results and their impact, and less on 

technical details of how you got there.



White on White, Kazemir Malevich (1918)

Is it art?  Yes – but you 
need the context to 
know why it is 
important. 

You need to provide 
context and an 
explanation of why 
your work is 
meaningful.  Without 
context it’s just white 
paint!



What’s the best way to win a 

scholarship?  Be a good student!:

• Take responsibility for your project

• Don’t view your PhD as a journey that follows a roadmap 

provided by your supervisor

• Read the literature (context again!)

• Plan ahead to avoid wasted time

• Develop your writing skills

• Be self-aware and act on your deficiencies

• Work hard, but take time off so you don’t burn out




